UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Plaintiff, 


v. 


Case No. 


APPROXIMATELY $16,739.00 IN UNITED 
STATES CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR CIVIL FORFEITURE IN REM 


The United States of America, by its attorneys, Matthew D. Krueger, United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and Scott J. Campbell, Assistant United States 
Attorney for this district, alleges the following in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure: 

Nature of the Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit property to the United States of America, under 
21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), for violations of 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

The Defendant In Rem 

2. The defendant property, approximately $16,739.00 in United States currency, was 
seized on or about March 8, 2019, from Kenneth Smith at or near 4XXX N. 52 nd Street, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

3. The defendant property is presently in the custody of the High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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Jurisdiction and Venue 


4. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
United States under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(a). 

5. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant property under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(b). 

6. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1), because the acts or 
omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district. 

Basis for Forfeiture 

7. The defendant property, approximately $16,739.00 in United States currency, is 
subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) because it was 
used or intended to be used in exchange for controlled substances, represents proceeds of 
trafficking in controlled substances, or was used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 
21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

Facts 

8. Marijuana is a Schedule I controlled substance. 

9. Cocaine is a Schedule II controlled substance. 

10. Oxycodone is a Schedule II controlled substance. 

11. Methamphetamine is a Schedule II controlled substance. 

12. Alprazolam is a Schedule IV controlled substance. 

13. Kenneth Smith is a convicted felon. 

14. As a convicted felon, Kenneth Smith is prohibited from possessing a firearm. 
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March 8, 2019 execution of search warrant at Kenneth Smith and V.R.’s residence 

15. On March 8, 2019, officers executed a search warrant at the residence of Kenneth 
Smith and his girlfriend, who has the initials V.R., located at 4XXX N. 52 nd Street, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin (“52 nd Street residence”). 

16. Kenneth Smith and V.R. were present during execution of the search warrant. 

17. During the execution of the search warrant on March 8, 2019, officers seized the 
following items, among other things, from inside the master bedroom of the 52 nd Street 
residence: 

A. Two smartphones. 

B. Four flip phones. 

C. The following three handguns: 

i. One loaded Smith & Wesson semi-automatic pistol bearing serial 
number FMZ1563, 

ii. One loaded Beretta semi-automatic pistol bearing serial number 
J21681Z, and 

iii. One Arminius revolver bearing serial number 820884. 

D. Unfired .22 caliber and .38 caliber ammunition. 

E. Baggies containing pills that were Schedule II and Schedule IV controlled 

substances. 

F. Pill bottles - with the labels removed - containing pills that were 
Schedule II and Schedule IV controlled substances. 

G. A total of 365 Oxycodone pills. 

H. A total of 115 Alprazolam pills. 

I. A total of seven methamphetamine pills, with a total weight of 
approximately 1.5 grams. 

J. Four baggies containing a total of 3.05 grams of cocaine base, in the 
following amounts: 
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i. 1.55 grams of cocaine base, 

ii. 0.52 grams of cocaine base, 

iii. 0.56 grams of cocaine base, and 

iv. 0.42 grams of cocaine base. 

K. A total of approximately $16,739.00 in United States currency. 

18. During the execution of the search warrant on March 8, 2019, officers seized from 
the basement of the 52 nd Street residence the following items: 

A. A total of 5.2 grams of marijuana in a baggie. 

B. A box of baggies next to the marijuana. 

Kenneth Smith’s State Charges 

19. On March 14, 2019, Kenneth Smith was charged in Milwaukee County Circuit 
Court, Case No. 19CF1092, with (1) possession of a firearm by a convicted felon, (2) possession 
of cocaine with intent to deliver, and (3) possession of narcotics with intent to deliver. 

Warrant for Arrest In Rem 

20. Upon the filing of this complaint, the plaintiff requests that the Court issue an 
arrest warrant in rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b), which the plaintiff will execute 
upon the defendant property pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule G(3)(c). 

Claims for Relief 

21. The plaintiff alleges and incorporates by reference the paragraphs above. 

22. By the foregoing and other acts, the defendant property, approximately 
$16,739.00 in United States currency, was used or intended to be used in exchange for controlled 
substances, represents proceeds of trafficking in controlled substances, or was used or intended 
to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1). 

23. The defendant approximately $16,739.00 in United States currency is therefore 
subject to forfeiture to the United States of America under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 
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WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that a warrant of arrest for the 
defendant property, approximately $16,739.00 in United States currency, be issued; that due 
notice be given to all interested parties to appear and show cause why the forfeiture should not 
be decreed; that judgment declare the defendant property to be condemned and forfeited to the 
United States of America for disposition according to law; and that the United States of America 
be granted such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and equitable, together with 
the costs and disbursements of this action. 

Dated at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, this 2 nd day of August, 2019. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MATTHEW D. KRUEGER 

United States Attorney 


By: s/SCOTT J. CAMPBELL _ 

SCOTT J. CAMPBELL 

Assistant United States Attorney 

Scott J. Campbell Bar Number: 1017721 

Attorney for Plaintiff 

Office of the United States Attorney 

Eastern District of Wisconsin 

517 East Wisconsin Avenue, Room 530 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 

Telephone: (414) 297-1700 

Fax: (414) 297-1738 

E-Mail: scott.campbell@usdoj.gov 
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Verification 


I, Miguel Correa, Jr., hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that I am a Task 
Force Officer with the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) in Milwaukee, that I have read 
the foregoing Verified Complaint for Civil Forfeiture in rem and know the contents thereof, and 
that the factual matters contained in paragraphs 8 through 18 of the Verified Complaint are true 
to my own knowledge. 

The sources of my knowledge and information are the official files and records of the 
United States, infonnation supplied to me by other law enforcement officers, as well as my 
investigation of this case, together with others, as a Task Force Officer with DEA. 

I hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Date: 08/01/2019 _ s/MIGUEL CORREA. JR. _ 

Miguel Correa, Jr. 

Task Force Officer 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN 
AT LAW AND IN ADMIRALTY 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Plaintiff, 


V. 

Case No. 

APPROXIMATELY $16,739.00 IN UNITED 
STATES CURRENCY, 


Defendant. 


WARRANT FOR ARREST IN REM 


To: THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL 

Eastern District of Wisconsin 

WHEREAS, a Verified Complaint for Civil Forfeiture in rem was filed on the 2 nd day of 
August, 2019, by the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, which seeks 
the forfeiture of the above-named defendant property pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, 
Section 881(a)(6), and which prays that process issue to enforce the forfeiture and to give notice 
to all interested parties to appear before the court and show cause why the forfeiture should not 
be decreed; and due proceedings being had, that the defendant property be condemned and 
forfeited to the use of the United States of America. 

YOU ARE THEREFORE HEREBY COMMANDED to attach and arrest the defendant 
property, approximately $16,739.00 in United States currency, which was seized on or about 
March 8, 2019, from Kenneth Smith at or near 4XXX N. 52 nd Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 
which is presently in the custody of the United States Marshal Service in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
in the Eastern District of Wisconsin, and to detain the same until further order of this Court. 
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Dated this_day of_, 2019, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

STEPHEN C. DRIES 
Clerk of Court 


By: 


Deputy Clerk 


Return 

This warrant was received and executed with the arrest of the above-named defendant. 


Date warrant received: 


Date warrant executed: 


Name and title of arresting officer: 


Signature of arresting officer: 


Date: 
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